MNMN VARIANCE PACK

The Minnesota Montessori Network is deeply grateful for the partnership with our
colleagues in the Department of Human Services to create an efficient and effective
path to approved variances for programs using Montessori in MN. Together, we have
created a very simple and easy process to support five variance requests.

The KEY to this process is our collective commitment to utilize these variances:
e only as they were intended
e in place of a crafting new unique variance request for the same item
e without editing the pre-written portions

Review the variance pack's five pre-agreed DHS variance request
templates to determine which are applicable to your school.

Ensure that you comply with al/l the measures described in your
selected variances and that they are documented in your policies.

Complete the editable school-specific fields in the Variance
Request PDFs (School, License Number, Address/Phone/Fax/Email,
Licensor, Requester Name/Title, Date).

DO NOT EDIT THE PRE-WRITTEN PORTIONS

Removing or changing any content on the variance could result in
a denial of your request and impacts efficacy of the MNMN
Variance Pack offering for all

Sl Jo IS

Save the edited pdf and email it to your licensor. It is effective

once your licensor approves it.

Details at www.mnmn.org/variance
Questions? Please contact advocacy@mnmn.org



Clear Form

(YY) DEPARTMENT OF AR i

Office of Inspector General / Licensing Division

PO Box 64242 o
St Paul, MN 55164-0242 varlance RequeSt

7-18

Please complete one form for each variance request.
Use Black ink or type to complete this request. Incomplete variance requests will be returned.

Program Name, Address, City, State, Zip License Number:

Rule/Statute Number:
Rule 3

Phone Number: Email Address:

Name of Licensor: (if known) Program Fax Number:

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 245A.04, subdivision 9, (Human Services Licensing Act), the commissioner may grant variances to
rules that do not affect the health or safety of persons in a licensed program if the following conditions are met:

- The variance must be requested by an applicant or license holder on a form and in a manner prescribed by the commissioner.

« The request for variance must include the reasons that the applicant or the license holder cannot comply with a requirement as stated in
the rule and the alternative equivalent measures that the applicant or license holder will follow to comply with the intent of the rule.

- The request must state the period of time for which the variance is requested.
The commissioner’s decision to grant or deny a variance requested is final and not subject to appeal under provisions of Chapter 14.

Type of Variance (New or Renewal)

|E| New Variance Request |:| Renewal of Current Variance

Statute or rule to be varied (enter complete number)

Statute Section: Subdivision: or Rule Part: Subpart:

n/a n/a 9503.0060 1

If the request is person specific, complete the following:

Name (First/Last): Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy):
n/a n/a

Reason why the Variance is Requested:

MontessoriToddlerand/orMontessoriPrimary- Accessibilityof Equipment

Ourfacility follows a Montessoricurriculum. While our classroonrcomplieswith the intentof theserules,someof the specificmaterialsor quantitiesdefinedin
thisrule thatarelistedbelowarenot well-alignedwith the Montessoricurriculumandpedagogy.This varianceis requestedo havefeweritemsaccessibléo
childrenat onetime asrequiredby therule, but the overallquantityof furnishings equipmentmaterialsandsupplieswill be maintainednsite.In some
instancesalternativeitemswill beavailableto children. We havealsodocumentedhe below specifiedrotatingof equipmenin our programplan.

A Montessoriclassroonis characterizedby a high degreeof freedomfor children,who areableto choosewvhatto work on, howlongto work onit, andwhereto
work. As partof this, the Montessoriclassroomis beautifully preparedvith anabundancef inviting materialsarrangedn a specialorderwith predictability
andaccessibility. Theintentis for childrento exploreattheir own paceratherthanhavingall childrendoingthe sameactivity atthe sametime. Thus,rather
thanhavinglargequantitiesof eachmaterial ,childrenhavea wide selectionof work activitiesto choosérom. Thenumberof materialsn the classroonis high
although for eachactivity, thereis usuallyonly oneor a smallnumberof thematerialsIf anotherchild is usingthe materialtheydesire theyhavemany
alternateoptionsto work with while theywait for somethingo becomeavailable. Itemsin the classroonareintentionallyandscientifically developedselected
andplaced. The Montessoriclassroondoesnot vary from theintentof therequirementsandthe overall quantityof materialsn theclassroormexceedshe
requirement®f materialperchild aswell asin the cognitive,practicallife, manipulativeequipmentandsensorystimulationcategories.

This varianceis applicableto only thoseclassroomshatfollow a Montessoricurriculumasdescribedaboveandthedocumentegblansbelow. This variancecan
berequestedby programghatincludeMontessoriToddlerand/orMontessoriPrimaryenvironments.

Page 1 of 2



Any additional alternate measures that will be taken to comply with the intent of the rule/statute:

T i only varyfrom i notapartof i requireafull setof per-childbasis. Th i i i quantities:
Item1: Arts pl temperaor finger paints white or
Plan: i paint, i Quantityof i belimited.

Item2: Two booksperchild
Plan: Wewill rotatea booksfor o read

Item3: 48largebuilding blockspergroup

Plan: Tower, Brown Stair, RedRods Cylinder Blocks, KnoblessCylinders Binomial Cube, Trinomial Cube.D Quantityof belimited.
item4: 200smallbuilding blockspergroup
Plan Tower, Brown Stair, RedRods Cylinder Blocks, KnoblessCylinders Binomial Cube, Trinomial Cube. D Quantityof belimited.
Item 12: Onesetof gamesperchild
Plan ildreni i andia Quantityof belimited
Item 15: Onerhythminstrumentperchild
Plan: Full setof bell material(Usually8 c ithoutbellswill
MontessorPrimaryMeasuresFurnishings
item 2: Onenon-foldingchild-sizechairperchild anditem 7: 20 linearinchesof child-sizetableedgeperchild
Plan: Dueto i work. This might hairsor stools on thefloor usingwork mats,on floor table,in low table,standing,
lying down. therewill not perchild or child. Wewill haveat child madeup of tables floor gl all
children.
uuuuuu
Item 2: Onebook perchild
Plan: Wewill maintainafull supplyof booksbutbookswill berotated. Therewill booksfor atanytime.

Item 14: Onemusic-makingoy perchild
Plan: berotated, i

childrento at

Requested time period of variance. (Enter both effective and end dates or check continuous):

Effective Date of Variance: Expiration Date of Variance: Continuous:

Changes or modifications in the conditions of a continuous variance: Any applicant or license holder must inform the commissioner of
any changes or modifications that have occurred in the conditions that warranted the permanent variance. Failure to advise the commissioner
shall result in revocation of the permanent variance and may be cause for other sanctions under sections 245A.06 and 245A.07.

Print name of person reqesting variance: Title: Date:

This information is available in other forms to people with disabilities by contacting us at
651-431-6500 (voice). TTY/TDD users can call the Minnesota Relay at 711 or 800-627-3529.
For the Speech-to-Speech Relay, call 877-627-3848.

Please attach all applicable supplemental documentation. For instance, if this request is for a person,
please attach all required education and personnel information.

Page 2 of 2
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Please complete one form for each variance request.

Use Black ink or type to complete this request. Incomplete variance requests will be returned.

Program Name, Address, City, State, Zip License Number:

Rule/Statute Number:
Rule 3

Phone Number: Email Address:

Name of Licensor: (if known) Program Fax Number:

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 245A.04, subdivision 9, (Human Services Licensing Act), the commissioner may grant variances to
rules that do not affect the health or safety of persons in a licensed program if the following conditions are met:

- The variance must be requested by an applicant or license holder on a form and in a manner prescribed by the commissioner.

« The request for variance must include the reasons that the applicant or the license holder cannot comply with a requirement as stated in
the rule and the alternative equivalent measures that the applicant or license holder will follow to comply with the intent of the rule.

- The request must state the period of time for which the variance is requested.
The commissioner’s decision to grant or deny a variance requested is final and not subject to appeal under provisions of Chapter 14.

Type of Variance (New or Renewal)

|E| New Variance Request |:| Renewal of Current Variance
Statute or rule to be varied (enter complete number)
Statute Section: Subdivision: or Rule Part: Subpart:
n/a n/a 9503.0040 3,B(2)
If the request is person specific, complete the following:
Name (First/Last): Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy):
n/a n/a

Reason why the Variance is Requested:

Primary- Exceeding36 Month Span

Our facility follows a Montessoricurriculum. Mixed-ageclassroomsrea coreprinciple of the Montessori
philosophy. We planto havechildrenasyoungas33 monthsin the sameclassroonwith childrenin
kindergartenexceedinghe 36-monthmaximumspread.

This varianceis applicableto only thoseclassroomshatfollow a Montessoricurriculumasdescribedabove
andthedocumentegblansbelow.

Page 1 of 2



Any additional alternate measures that will be taken to comply with the intent of the rule/statute:

We will have children as young as 33 months with children in kindergarten. No child under 33 months will be included in this group. Stz

ratio, staff distribution, and maximum group size for the youngest age category present will be maintained. Age appropriate equipment
available for all children in the group.

Placing children in mixed-age groups, corresponding to planes of development, allows them to relate to children who are both older ant
Montessori encourages learning from peers in part by using three-year age groupings. This ensures that as children move through the
they will be exposed to older and younger peers, facilitating both imitative learning and peer teaching. There is no better way to reinfor
own knowledge than by teaching someone else. Teaching a real lesson, as children do in Montessori classrooms, helps older children
in their own knowledge and often inspires them to achieve even greater mastery. A Montessori multi-age classroom affords children de¢
opportunities to teach a skill or share information with others. Because every child is particularly good at something, this opportunity e»
every child, every day. When peer-to-peer learning is self-directed, when it happens because children are ready, willing, and able to p:
bolsters the older child's self-confidence, opens doors for younger children, and sharpens the academic skills of both. Younger childrei
help or even receive lessons from older peers and get excited about future work by watching other children who are working on my adv
materials. By explaining what they know to their younger peers, older students are actively reviewing their knowledge. They discover ai
their own understanding and then can get the help they need from their teacher. Primary-trained Montessori teachers have the experti
with children ranging from 2+ years through kindergarten.

Requested time period of variance. (Enter both effective and end dates or check continuous):

Effective Date of Variance: Expiration Date of Variance: Continuous:

Changes or modifications in the conditions of a continuous variance: Any applicant or license holder must inform the commissioner of
any changes or modifications that have occurred in the conditions that warranted the permanent variance. Failure to advise the commissioner
shall result in revocation of the permanent variance and may be cause for other sanctions under sections 245A.06 and 245A.07.

Print name of person reqesting variance: Title: Date:

This information is available in other forms to people with disabilities by contacting us at
651-431-6500 (voice). TTY/TDD users can call the Minnesota Relay at 711 or 800-627-3529.
For the Speech-to-Speech Relay, call 877-627-3848.

Please attach all applicable supplemental documentation. For instance, if this request is for a person,
please attach all required education and personnel information.

Page 2 of 2
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Please complete one form for each variance request.
Use Black ink or type to complete this request. Incomplete variance requests will be returned.

Program Name, Address, City, State, Zip License Number:

Rule/Statute Number:
Rule3

Phone Number: Email Address:

Name of Licensor: (if known) Program Fax Number:

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 245A.04, subdivision 9, (Human Services Licensing Act), the commissioner may grant variances to
rules that do not affect the health or safety of persons in a licensed program if the following conditions are met:

- The variance must be requested by an applicant or license holder on a form and in a manner prescribed by the commissioner.

« The request for variance must include the reasons that the applicant or the license holder cannot comply with a requirement as stated in
the rule and the alternative equivalent measures that the applicant or license holder will follow to comply with the intent of the rule.

- The request must state the period of time for which the variance is requested.
The commissioner’s decision to grant or deny a variance requested is final and not subject to appeal under provisions of Chapter 14.

Type of Variance (New or Renewal)

|E| New Variance Request |:| Renewal of Current Variance

Statute or rule to be varied (enter complete number)

Statute Section: Subdivision: or Rule Part: Subpart:
9503.0040 1

If the request is person specific, complete the following:

Name (First/Last): Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy):

n/a n/a

Reason why the Variance is Requested:

Primary- GroupSize

Our facility follows a Montessoricurriculum. To reapthefull benefitsof Montessorphilosophiesf peer
learningandindependenéxploration,it is advantageout® havebiggerclasssizes Montessoriclasseghrive
with morechildrenratherthanfewer. PerMontessoriaccreditatiorstandardsyp to 35 childrenmaybein a
primary classroom.This variances applicablefor thetimesof daythat20 or morechildrenareengagedn
the sameactivity, suchasduringoccasionagjroupactivities,birthdaycelebrationsgroupreading,or sharing
time.

Thisvarianceis applicableto only thoseclassroomshatfollow a Montessoricurriculumasdescribedabove
andthedocumentegblansbelow.

Page 1 of 2



Any additional alternate measures that will be taken to comply with the intent of the rule/statute:

The larger group size in a Montessori class puts the focus more on peers and free exploration and les
adult and encourages children to learn from each other. By having enough children overall, there are
children in each age group to allow for the multi-age groupings to thrive with children at all developme
levels. This allows children the benefits of leading others as well as seeking guidance from peers anc
mentors. Montessori teachers are trained to work with large group sizes. The requirement to have a |
of 35 square feet of indoor space for each child in attendance will be maintained.

Requested time period of variance. (Enter both effective and end dates or check continuous):

Effective Date of Variance: Expiration Date of Variance: Continuous:

Changes or modifications in the conditions of a continuous variance: Any applicant or license holder must inform the commissioner of
any changes or modifications that have occurred in the conditions that warranted the permanent variance. Failure to advise the commissioner
shall result in revocation of the permanent variance and may be cause for other sanctions under sections 245A.06 and 245A.07.

Print name of person reqesting variance: Title: Date:

This information is available in other forms to people with disabilities by contacting us at
651-431-6500 (voice). TTY/TDD users can call the Minnesota Relay at 711 or 800-627-3529.
For the Speech-to-Speech Relay, call 877-627-3848.

Please attach all applicable supplemental documentation. For instance, if this request is for a person,
please attach all required education and personnel information.

Page 2 of 2
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Please complete one form for each variance request.

Use Black ink or type to complete this request. Incomplete variance requests will be returned.

Program Name, Address, City, State, Zip License Number:

Rule/Statute Number:
Rule 3

Phone Number: Email Address:

Name of Licensor: (if known) Program Fax Number:

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 245A.04, subdivision 9, (Human Services Licensing Act), the commissioner may grant variances to
rules that do not affect the health or safety of persons in a licensed program if the following conditions are met:

- The variance must be requested by an applicant or license holder on a form and in a manner prescribed by the commissioner.

« The request for variance must include the reasons that the applicant or the license holder cannot comply with a requirement as stated in
the rule and the alternative equivalent measures that the applicant or license holder will follow to comply with the intent of the rule.
- The request must state the period of time for which the variance is requested.

The commissioner’s decision to grant or deny a variance requested is final and not subject to appeal under provisions of Chapter 14.

Type of Variance (New or Renewal)

|E| New Variance Request |:| Renewal of Current Variance
Statute or rule to be varied (enter complete number)
Statute Section: Subdivision: or Rule Part: Subpart:
n/a n/a 9503.0060 5A@3)
If the request is person specific, complete the following:
Name (First/Last): Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy):
n/a n/a

Reason why the Variance is Requested:

Primary- Quantityof Cots

Our programrequiresfewer cotsfor preschoothildrenthanrequiredby this Subpartbecausaotall preschoo
childrennap.

We havealsodocumentedhe belowspecifiedplan.

Page 1 of 2



Any additional alternate measures that will be taken to comply with the intent of the rule/statute:

Ratherthanhavingonecotfor everypreschoothild, we will haveonecotavailablefor eachpreschoothild
whotakesanap. OurNapandRestpoliciesfor staffandparentswill describeour planthatincludes
proceduregor preschoothildrenwho takenapsandthosewho do not. The policy will includethatif a parent
wantsa child to nap,a cotwill beprovided.We will alsostill follow therequirementor havinga cotto
accommodata sick child.

Requested time period of variance. (Enter both effective and end dates or check continuous):

Effective Date of Variance: Expiration Date of Variance: Continuous:

Changes or modifications in the conditions of a continuous variance: Any applicant or license holder must inform the commissioner of
any changes or modifications that have occurred in the conditions that warranted the permanent variance. Failure to advise the commissioner
shall result in revocation of the permanent variance and may be cause for other sanctions under sections 245A.06 and 245A.07.

Print name of person reqesting variance: Title: Date:

This information is available in other forms to people with disabilities by contacting us at
651-431-6500 (voice). TTY/TDD users can call the Minnesota Relay at 711 or 800-627-3529.
For the Speech-to-Speech Relay, call 877-627-3848.

Please attach all applicable supplemental documentation. For instance, if this request is for a person,
please attach all required education and personnel information.

Page 2 of 2
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Please complete one form for each variance request.

Use Black ink or type to complete this request. Incomplete variance requests will be returned.

Program Name, Address, City, State, Zip License Number:

Rule/Statute Number:
Rule 3

Phone Number: Email Address:

Name of Licensor: (if known) Program Fax Number:

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 245A.04, subdivision 9, (Human Services Licensing Act), the commissioner may grant variances to
rules that do not affect the health or safety of persons in a licensed program if the following conditions are met:

- The variance must be requested by an applicant or license holder on a form and in a manner prescribed by the commissioner.

« The request for variance must include the reasons that the applicant or the license holder cannot comply with a requirement as stated in
the rule and the alternative equivalent measures that the applicant or license holder will follow to comply with the intent of the rule.
- The request must state the period of time for which the variance is requested.

The commissioner’s decision to grant or deny a variance requested is final and not subject to appeal under provisions of Chapter 14.

Type of Variance (New or Renewal)

|E| New Variance Request |:| Renewal of Current Variance

Statute or rule to be varied (enter complete number)

Statute Section: Subdivision: or Rule Part: Subpart:

n/a n/a 9503.0060 4, B (15)

If the request is person specific, complete the following:

Name (First/Last): Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy):
n/a n/a

Reason why the Variance is Requested:

Toddler- Soft WashableToys

Our facility follows a Montessoricurriculum. While our classroontomplieswith theintentof theserules,
someof the specificmaterialsor quantitiesdefinedin this rule thatarelisted belowarenot well-alignedwith
theMontessoricurriculumandpedagogy.This variances requestedo havefeweritemsaccessibléo
childrenatonetime asrequiredby therule, butthe overallquantityof furnishings,equipmentmaterialsand
supplieswill be maintainedonsite.ln someinstancesalternativetemswill beavailableto children. We have
alsodocumentedhe belowspecifiedrotatingof equipmentn our programplan.

This varianceis applicableto only thoseclassroomshatfollow a Montessoricurriculumasdescribedabove
andthedocumentegblansbelow.

Page 1 of 2



Any additional alternate measures that will be taken to comply with the intent of the rule/statute:

A Montessori classroom is characterized by a high degree of freedom for children who are able to choose what to work on, how long to
and where to work. As part of this, the Montessori classroom is beautifully prepared with an abundance of inviting materials arranged i
order with predictability and accessibility. The intent is for children to explore at their own pace rather than having all children doing the
activity at the same time. Thus, rather than having large quantities of each material, children have a wide selection of work activities to
from. The number of materials in the classroom is high, although for each activity there is usually only one or a small number of the me
another child is using the material they desire, they have many alternate options to work with while they wait for something to become ¢
Items in the classroom are intentionally and scientifically developed, selected, and placed. The Montessori classroom does not vary frc
of the requirements, and the overall quantity of materials in the classroom exceeds the requirements of material per child as well as in t
cognitive, practical life, manipulative equipment, and sensory stimulation categories. The classroom will only vary from the requiremen
the rules define a specific object that is not a part of the Montessori materials set or require a full set of a defined item on a per-child ba
explanation pertains to the following components of the rule that require these specific items or quantities:

Regarding Item 15, stuffed animals are not a part of the standard Montessori material set, and we will not meet this requirement of soft
animals. The classroom is filled with many other engaging and intentional materials that follow a philosophy of immersing children in re

Requested time period of variance. (Enter both effective and end dates or check continuous):

Effective Date of Variance: Expiration Date of Variance: Continuous:

Changes or modifications in the conditions of a continuous variance: Any applicant or license holder must inform the commissioner of
any changes or modifications that have occurred in the conditions that warranted the permanent variance. Failure to advise the commissioner
shall result in revocation of the permanent variance and may be cause for other sanctions under sections 245A.06 and 245A.07.

Print name of person reqesting variance: Title: Date:

This information is available in other forms to people with disabilities by contacting us at
651-431-6500 (voice). TTY/TDD users can call the Minnesota Relay at 711 or 800-627-3529.
For the Speech-to-Speech Relay, call 877-627-3848.

Please attach all applicable supplemental documentation. For instance, if this request is for a person,
please attach all required education and personnel information.

Page 2 of 2



	clear_button: 
	License Number: 2: 
	Rule/Statute Number: 2: Rule 3
	Phone Number: 2: 
	Name of Licensor: (if known) 2: 
	Program Fax Number: 2: 
	Subdivision: 2: n/a
	or Rule Part: 2: 9503.0060
	Subpart: 2: 1
	Request person 2: n/a
	DOB 2: n/a
	Reason for variance request 2: Montessori Toddler and/or Montessori Primary - Accessibility of Equipment  

Our facility follows a Montessori curriculum.  While our classroom complies with the intent of these rules, some of the specific materials or quantities defined in this rule that are listed below are not well-aligned with the Montessori curriculum and pedagogy.  This variance is requested to have fewer items accessible to children at one time as required by the rule, but the overall quantity of furnishings, equipment, materials, and supplies will be maintained onsite. In some instances, alternative items will be available to children.  We have also documented the below specified rotating of equipment in our program plan.

A Montessori classroom is characterized by a high degree of freedom for children, who are able to choose what to work on, how long to work on it, and where to work.  As part of this, the Montessori classroom is beautifully prepared with an abundance of inviting materials arranged in a special order with predictability and accessibility.  The intent is for children to explore at their own pace rather than having all children doing the same activity at the same time.  Thus, rather than having large quantities of each material, children have a wide selection of work activities to choose from.  The number of materials in the classroom is high although, for each activity, there is usually only one or a small number of the materials. If another child is using the material they desire, they have many alternate options to work with while they wait for something to become available.  Items in the classroom are intentionally and scientifically developed, selected, and placed.  The Montessori classroom does not vary from the intent of the requirements, and the overall quantity of materials in the classroom exceeds the requirements of material per child as well as in the cognitive, practical life, manipulative equipment, and sensory stimulation categories.  

This variance is applicable to only those classrooms that follow a Montessori curriculum as described above and the documented plans below.  This variance can be requested by programs that include Montessori Toddler and/or Montessori Primary environments.
	Program email 2: 
	Statute Section 2: n/a
	Variance req New: New
	Program Name: 
	Requested expire date 2: 
	requested effecive date 2: 
	Name of person requesting variance 2: 
	Title 2: 
	Date of Request 2: 
	additional measures 3: The applicable classroom(s) will only vary from the requirements when the rules define a specific object that is not a part of the Montessori materials set or require a full set of a defined item on a per-child basis.  This explanation pertains to the following components of the rule that require these specific items or quantities:

Montessori Primary Measures:  Program Equipment and Materials

Item 1:  Arts and crafts supplies, such as clay or play dough, tempera or finger paints, white or colored paper, paste, collage materials, paint brushes, washable felt type markers, crayons, scissors, and smocks
Plan:  Available materials for children include at least small and large metal insets with colored pencils, paint, pasting/glue activities, cutting activities, and sewing. Quantity of each material will be limited.

Item 2:  Two books per child
Plan:  We will rotate a small selection of books for the children to read

Item 3:  48 large building blocks per group
Plan:  Available materials for children include the Pink Tower, Brown Stair, Red Rods, Cylinder Blocks, Knobless Cylinders, Binomial Cube, Trinomial Cube, Decanomial Square, Wooden Hierarchical Material (hundred square and thousand cubes). Quantity of each material will be limited.

Item 4:  200 small building blocks per group
Plan:  Available materials for children include the Pink Tower, Brown Stair, Red Rods, Cylinder Blocks, Knobless Cylinders, Binomial Cube, Trinomial Cube, Decanomial Square, Wooden Hierarchical Material (hundred square and thousand cubes). Quantity of each material will be limited.

Item 12:  One set of cognitive developmental equipment and materials, such as puzzles and number and letter games, per child
Plan:  Available materials for children include puzzle maps, number rods, cards and counters, spindle boxes, golden beads, stamp game, addition/subtraction board, movable alphabet, sandpaper letters, sand tray, material for early readers, the farm. Quantity of each material will be limited.

Item 15:  One rhythm instrument per child
Plan:  Full set of bell material (Usually 8-26 bells) can meet this requirement for classrooms with bells available.  Classrooms without bells will meet this requirement with one rhythm instrument per child.  

Montessori Primary Measures: Furnishings

Item 2:  One non-folding child-size chair per child and Item 7:  20 linear inches of child-size table edge per child
Plan:  Due to the nature of the classroom and methodology, children have the freedom of movement and can choose where to work. This might include sitting on chairs or stools, on the floor using work mats, on floor cushions, couches, bean bags, at an outdoor bench or table, in the grass, kneeling using a low table, standing, walking around, or lying down. Because many children often choose alternatives to tables and chairs, there will not be one chair per child or 20 inches of table edge per child.  We will have at least one workspace per child made up of tables, floor tables, and rugs.  Enough chairs and tables will be provided at mealtimes for all children. 


Montessori Toddler Measures: Program Equipment and Materials
Item 2:  One book per child
Plan:  We will maintain a full supply of books but books will be rotated.  There will be a small selection of books for the children to choose from at any time.

Item 14:  One music-making toy per child
Plan:  Instruments will be rotated, and there will be a limited number available for children to choose from at any given time. 
	continuous 2: Yes
	clear_button_1: 
	License Number: 2_1: 
	Rule/Statute Number: 2_1: Rule 3
	Phone Number: 2_1: 
	Name of Licensor: (if known) 2_1: 
	Program Fax Number: 2_1: 
	Subdivision: 2_1: n/a
	or Rule Part: 2_1: 9503.0040 
	Subpart: 2_1: 3, B (2)
	Request person 2_1: n/a
	DOB 2_1: n/a
	Reason for variance request 2_1: Primary - Exceeding 36 Month Span

Our facility follows a Montessori curriculum.  Mixed-age classrooms are a core principle of the Montessori philosophy.  We plan to have children as young as 33 months in the same classroom with children in kindergarten, exceeding the 36-month maximum spread. 

This variance is applicable to only those classrooms that follow a Montessori curriculum as described above and the documented plans below.

	Program email 2_1: 
	Statute Section 2_1: n/a
	Variance req New_1: New
	Program Name_1: 
	Requested expire date 2_1: 
	requested effecive date 2_1: 
	Name of person requesting variance 2_1: 
	Title 2_1: 
	Date of Request 2_1: 
	additional measures 3_1: We will have children as young as 33 months with children in kindergarten.  No child under 33 months will be included in this group. Staff to child ratio, staff distribution, and maximum group size for the youngest age category present will be maintained. Age appropriate equipment will be available for all children in the group.



Placing children in mixed-age groups, corresponding to planes of development, allows them to relate to children who are both older and younger.  Montessori encourages learning from peers in part by using three-year age groupings. This ensures that as children move through the classroom they will be exposed to older and younger peers, facilitating both imitative learning and peer teaching.  There is no better way to reinforce one's own knowledge than by teaching someone else.  Teaching a real lesson, as children do in Montessori classrooms, helps older children identify gaps in their own knowledge and often inspires them to achieve even greater mastery.  A Montessori multi-age classroom affords children daily opportunities to teach a skill or share information with others.  Because every child is particularly good at something, this opportunity exists for every child, every day.  When peer-to-peer learning is self-directed, when it happens because children are ready, willing, and able to participate, it bolsters the older child's self-confidence, opens doors for younger children, and sharpens the academic skills of both.  Younger children can get help or even receive lessons from older peers and get excited about future work by watching other children who are working on my advanced materials. By explaining what they know to their younger peers, older students are actively reviewing their knowledge. They discover any gaps in their own understanding and then can get the help they need from their teacher.  Primary-trained Montessori teachers have the expertise to work with children ranging from 2+ years through kindergarten.
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	Reason for variance request 2_2: Primary - Group Size

Our facility follows a Montessori curriculum.  To reap the full benefits of Montessori philosophies of peer learning and independent exploration, it is advantageous to have bigger class sizes. Montessori classes thrive with more children rather than fewer.  Per Montessori accreditation standards, up to 35 children may be in a primary classroom.  This variance is applicable for the times of day that 20 or more children are engaged in the same activity, such as during occasional group activities, birthday celebrations, group reading, or sharing time.  

This variance is applicable to only those classrooms that follow a Montessori curriculum as described above and the documented plans below.
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	Statute Section 2_2: 
	Variance req New_2: New
	Program Name_2: 
	Requested expire date 2_2: 
	requested effecive date 2_2: 
	Name of person requesting variance 2_2: 
	Title 2_2: 
	Date of Request 2_2: 
	additional measures 3_2: The larger group size in a Montessori class puts the focus more on peers and free exploration and less on the adult and encourages children to learn from each other. By having enough children overall, there are enough children in each age group to allow for the multi-age groupings to thrive with children at all developmental levels.  This allows children the benefits of leading others as well as seeking guidance from peers and mentors. Montessori teachers are trained to work with large group sizes.  The requirement to have a minimum of 35 square feet of indoor space for each child in attendance will be maintained.
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	Reason for variance request 2_3: Primary - Quantity of Cots 

Our program requires fewer cots for preschool children than required by this Subpart because not all preschool children nap.

We have also documented the below specified plan.
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	Program Name_3: 
	Requested expire date 2_3: 
	requested effecive date 2_3: 
	Name of person requesting variance 2_3: 
	Title 2_3: 
	Date of Request 2_3: 
	additional measures 3_3: 
Rather than having one cot for every preschool child, we will have one cot available for each preschool child who takes a nap.   Our Nap and Rest policies for staff and parents will describe our plan that includes procedures for preschool children who take naps and those who do not. The policy will include that if a parent wants a child to nap, a cot will be provided. We will also still follow the requirement for having a cot to accommodate a sick child.
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	Reason for variance request 2_4: Toddler - Soft Washable Toys

Our facility follows a Montessori curriculum.  While our classroom complies with the intent of these rules, some of the specific materials or quantities defined in this rule that are listed below are not well-aligned with the Montessori curriculum and pedagogy.  This variance is requested to have fewer items accessible to children at one time as required by the rule, but the overall quantity of furnishings, equipment, materials, and supplies will be maintained onsite. In some instances, alternative items will be available to children.  We have also documented the below specified rotating of equipment in our program plan.

This variance is applicable to only those classrooms that follow a Montessori curriculum as described above and the documented plans below.
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	Requested expire date 2_4: 
	requested effecive date 2_4: 
	Name of person requesting variance 2_4: 
	Title 2_4: 
	Date of Request 2_4: 
	additional measures 3_4: A Montessori classroom is characterized by a high degree of freedom for children who are able to choose what to work on, how long to work on it, and where to work.  As part of this, the Montessori classroom is beautifully prepared with an abundance of inviting materials arranged in special order with predictability and accessibility.  The intent is for children to explore at their own pace rather than having all children doing the same activity at the same time.  Thus, rather than having large quantities of each material, children have a wide selection of work activities to choose from.  The number of materials in the classroom is high, although for each activity there is usually only one or a small number of the materials. If another child is using the material they desire, they have many alternate options to work with while they wait for something to become available.  Items in the classroom are intentionally and scientifically developed, selected, and placed.  The Montessori classroom does not vary from the intent of the requirements, and the overall quantity of materials in the classroom exceeds the requirements of material per child as well as in the cognitive, practical life, manipulative equipment, and sensory stimulation categories.  The classroom will only vary from the requirements when the rules define a specific object that is not a part of the Montessori materials set or require a full set of a defined item on a per-child basis.  This explanation pertains to the following components of the rule that require these specific items or quantities:



Regarding Item 15, stuffed animals are not a part of the standard Montessori material set, and we will not meet this requirement of soft washable animals.  The classroom is filled with many other engaging and intentional materials that follow a philosophy of immersing children in reality.  
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